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“I’m constantly meeting beekeepers
who have been doing this for years, and
their families have been doing it for
generations,” Jake said. “I’m always
learning new things.”

He said of bees, “They’re really
great creatures and it’s great to be
around them.”

One of the biggest challenges facing
beekeepers is mites that eat baby bee
food and attach themselves to the new-
born bees. These parasites came from
Asia and have killed off many hives.
They can’t be killed, only controlled.

“It’s made beekeeping that much
harder,” Jake said.

He points out that bees are respon-
sible for one-third of all the world’s
food consumed by people. 

“If they go, we go,” he said.
Jake also likes to educate people on

the benefits of eating raw, pure honey.
It has antibacterial, antiseptic and anti-
fungal properties, he said. It’s full of
minerals, vitamins and antioxidents,
and it helps promote sleep, digestion,
circulation and, although not scientifi-
cally proven, is believed to help combat
allergies.

With all the success he’s had at such
a young age, Jake remains committed
to learning more about beekeeping and
growing his business. He said he’s not
sure what he wants to pursue in college.

“I’m only in eighth grade,” he said.
“You never know what’s around the cor-
ner.”

In less than two years, Carmel Honey
Company had 40 wholesale accounts in
the Monterey Peninsula area as well as
online sales at carmelhoneycompany-
.com. The company has continued to add
commercial accounts, including the Peb-
ble Beach Company, the Haute Enchila-
da and Bernardus Lodge.

Carmel Honey Company products are
sold in Salinas at Star Market and Zeph’s
One Stop. The company now has about 70
hives placed throughout Carmel Valley
and the peninsula. Jake keeps only a few
hives at the family’s Carmel Valley
home.

Jake was featured in the Monterey
County 2015 crop report in June. He also
won a $10,000 prize in May in the Main
Street Division at CSU Monterey Bay’s
Startup Challenge Venture Showcase.

Jake’s business is really a family af-
fair. His parents support it and chauf-
feur him around. His sister, Jake said,
“offers moral support.”

“It’s crazy where we are now … ,” Jeff
Reisdorf said of the business. “But it’s
fun, too, because the beekeeping com-
munity is very close knit.”

Another part of Carmel Honey Com-
pany is called “Jake Gives Back.” Jake
donates some profits from the business
to honey bee research and education. He
gives talks about beekeeping and the im-
portance of bees to agriculture and gar-
dening. One talk was given before 500
people at the first bee symposium ever at
UC Davis.

CARMEL VALLEY - Jake Reisdorf’s
interest in bees has led to a thriving busi-
ness, a charity and national recognition.

That he is only 14 and a Carmel Middle
School honor student makes his success
even more outstanding.

In September, the young beekeeper
won the Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Small Business Award from the SCORE
Association. Jake, parents Jeff and
Becky Reisdorf and his sister Brooke, 10,
were given a trip to Washington, D.C., to
attend the recognition event and a tour
the Capital.

Jake’s award was one of 11 given annu-
ally by SCORE to business owners.

His business is Carmel Honey Com-
pany. It came about three years ago as a
result of a fifth-grade project. Members
of his class at River School were re-
quired to research a profession and build
a website on it. Jake chose beekeeping.

He developed a passion for the sub-
ject after receiving a hive of honey bees
from an older beekeeper and taking api-
ary classes with his father. Jake and his
mother then created a business label and
they began selling honey at farmers’
markets.

When a woman at a farmers’ market
told Jake her fruit trees were not being
pollinated because of a lack of bees, his
business branched out. He began bee
hive placements for a fee.
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Jake Reisdorf uses a smoker to settle the honeybees down before opening a hive at his Carmel Valley home. 

Eighth-grader making
grade as a beekeeper 
TOM LEYDE
FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Just last week land-
owners and growers be-
gan working using three
new multi-year permits

(401, 404, 1600) on the Salinas River.
This program is an extension of the ef-
forts that began in 2013 and led to a per-
mit on 11 miles of river in the Chualar
and Gonzales area in 2014. 

Collaborative work by The Nature
Conservancy, Monterey County Re-
source Conservation District, Monte-
rey County Water Resources Agency,
Salinas River Channel Coalition and
landowners and growers led to a pilot
project that provided a roadmap and
solution for river maintenance chal-
lenges that had been faced by the com-
munity for almost a decade.

In 2015, four groups signed an MOU
formalizing relationships to develop
the program. The Nature Conservancy
provided technical input related to biol-
ogy, hydrology and design. The Grow-
er-Shipper Association provided grow-
er/community engagement, funding
coordination and RMU operations
management. The Resource Conserva-
tion District of Monterey County
brought forward biological monitoring
and reporting and Monterey County
Water Resources Agency brought per-
mitting, coordination and oversight.

This project came together via ded-
icated focus on three major covenants:
build the relationships, develop the sci-
ence and jointly design a new approach
that would provide multiple benefits.

This project relied on the support
and confidence of many. Without the
growers and landowners in the pilot
who initiated discussions with The Na-
ture Conservancy in 2013, or the efforts
of the organizations and agencies se-
curing the permits, or the support of
Congressman Sam Farr, Senator An-
thony Canella, Assemblymember Luis
Alejo, and Supervisor Simon Salinas, or
the dedicated shepherding by Donna
Meyers and Darlene Din, we wouldn’t
have secured the necessary permits
and support from the state.

The goals and objectives of the pro-
gram include:

» Improve flood protection and
channel capacity to minimize the po-
tential for flood damages to adjacent
lands and infrastructure.

» Implement activities in a timely,
cost-effective and environmentally-
sensitive and/or beneficial manner.

» Develop an adaptable and sustain-
able program that can respond to
changing environmental, mainte-
nance, and regulatory conditions.

» Incorporate resource protection
and mitigation measures.

» Reduce flood frequency, extent, or
other risks in order to maintain agricul-
tural viability and protect prime agri-
cultural land that is important to the
economy and food supply of Monterey
County and the nation.

Meeting the goals and objectives:
» Conduct site visits and meet reg-

ularly with project stakeholders.
» Establish a process with various

technical experts and local knowledge
at the table to develop the design.

» Engage resource agencies early in
the process and bring everyone togeth-
er to reach consensus of approach and
protection measures.

» Avoid most critical habitats and
enhance the riparian areas to increase
ecological benefits.

The secondary channels designed
by our models will mimic the natural
braiding of a sand-based system and re-
build some of the historical structure
and function of the river, making this a
multi-benefit project that focuses on
maintaining healthy habitat and reduc-
ing flooding to the benefit of the com-
munities surrounding the river and ag-
ricultural lands. The landowners,
farmers, conservation groups and
county, state and federal agencies that
came together to bring this project to
fruition deserve praise for a job well-
done. 

Abby Taylor-Silva is Vice President,
Policy & Communications of the Grow-
er-Shipper Association of Central Cali-
fornia.
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Program
begins
work 
on river
Owners, growers
maintain habitat

GROWER-SHIPPER
ASSOCIATION OF
CALIFORNIA
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UC Davis center awarded $10M
for continuing ag research

The National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health awarded UC
Davis’ Western Center for Agricultural
Health and Safety a $10 million grant to
continue its research, outreach, and edu-
cational projects, according to Pat Bai-
ley of UC Davis Food and Agriculture
News.

The center, founded in 1990, has
strived to prevent illnesses and injuries
related to agriculture in Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Hawaii and Nevada. Staff have
helped develop better equipment to re-
duce worker injuries, and a new tech-
nique to measure pesticide exposure in
agricultural workers. Recently, they’ve
started a campaign designed to educate
farmworkers about heat-related ill-
nesses. The grant will allow the center to
expand its educational work through so-
cial media, on-site training, and in-per-
son, monthly seminars. Staff members
are taking great care to ensure these pro-
grams are culturally, linguistically and
educationally tailored for specific audi-
ences, including farmers, labor contrac-
tors, farm workers, and agribusinesses.

— Aylin Woodward

Do No Harm workshop set 
for UC Davis next week

Land owners, nurseries and anyone
interested in restoring damaged areas in

California are invited to attend the sec-
ond annual Do No Harm workshop on
Nov. 15 at UC Davis.

This workshop focuses on the use of
non-local plant materials in restoration
and will cover topics like geographical
sourcing of reliable ecotypes and spe-
cies and management of conservation
lands. The goal of these workshops is to
bring together experts, policy makers
and practitioners to determine how to
successfully restore damaged areas of
California.

Registration costs $55 before Nov. 14
and will cost $65 on-site. Student regis-
tration costs $25 before Nov. 14 and $35
on-site. For more information, visit
http://ucanr.edu/sites/UC_ANR_Do_N
o_Harm/.

— Sarah McQuate

Group of labs protects state
livestock from disease

A group of laboratories within the
University of California School of Veter-
inary Medicine is spearheading efforts
to protect California’s livestock from ill-
nesses like avian influenza (bird flu), ac-
cording to the California Farm Bureau
Federation.

Four laboratories, part of the Califor-
nia Animal Health and Food Safety Lab-
oratory System, are responsible for
monitoring emerging animal diseases in
California. Laboratory headquarters are
in Davis, with three other locations in

Turlock, Tulare and San Bernardino.
Last year, they helped control an

outbreak of bird flu at a turkey farm in
Stanislaus County. 2015 marked the
worst — and most expensive — out-
break of the virus, with millions of
birds killed. The Tulare branch will
soon be able to quickly detect and re-
spond to routine animal illnesses and
severe diseases like avian influenza,
and complete livestock, poultry and
horse testing. To read more on the state
laboratory system, visit: http://agnet-
west.com/2016/11/02/lab-system-aims-
protect-states-livestock/#more-7130.

— Aylin Woodward

Center releases reports on costs
for growing almonds

Interested in growing almonds? The
Agricultural Issues Center has re-
leased a series of reports about the
costs of growing almonds in the Sacra-
mento and San Joaquin valleys.

These reports detail the expected
costs associated with almond planting
and harvesting based on 2016 figures.

The AIC also released a separate re-
port about the costs of growing organic
almonds in the northern parts of the
San Joaquin Valley.

All four reports include tables to
help interested farmers estimate pro-
duction yields and prepare budgets for
growing almonds.

— Sarah McQuate
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