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We are under a man-
date from the state to
reach certain milestones
toward making all our
California groundwater
basins sustainable. 

Groundwater here in Monterey
County is our primary source for water
for both consumers and business, as
well as irrigation. Over the past seven
decades, water resource projects have
been developed and come on-line to
help with groundwater recharge and
management of our resources on an an-
nual cycle. 

We built two reservoirs to store wa-
ter. We built a water recycling system,
that when added to diverted water
from the Salinas River, provides irriga-
tion water for 12,000 acres of coastal
lands. We are considering other pro-
jects that may enhance storage capac-
ity, increase reservoir releases for ad-
ditional groundwater recharge, and
help manage areas of our groundwater
basin that currently are stressed.

This puts the Salinas River Ground-
water Basin way ahead in terms of
achieving sustainability. Because of
these projects, the initial report to the
Board of Supervisors on groundwater
conditions shows that we are maybe
25,000 acre feet away from sustainabil-
ity annually. When considering that we
are extracting less than 4% of our
groundwater resources each year, and
have projects in place that replenish
that system to within 95% of that 4% to-
tal extracted, we are nearly achieving
that balance already.

Yes, we have this state mandate to go
through a complex process of estab-
lishing a groundwater sustainability
agency that is then charged with creat-
ing a sustainability plan within two
years of inception. As in any govern-
mental process, the costs are stagger-
ing and must come from within our lo-
cal community, both local government
and their agencies, and from the com-
munity itself.

To date, we have had 10 meetings of
the Collaborative Working Group that
is working on the proposal for the
groundwater sustainability agency.
This is a facilitated process paid par-
tially by the county, City of Salinas, Wa-
ter Resources Agency, and the Ag sec-
tor. With 22 stakeholders representing
all voices within our community, the
working group has come together
around a draft proposal for an agency
that will have a governance structure
that supports representation from the
water users this agency will govern.
Lots of open debate has taken place on
this, along with three public forums to
allow for transparency and public in-
put on the concepts proposed.

The fact is that the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act is an
unfunded mandate for the local com-
munities of California who wish to
maintain control of their groundwater
basins. Someone has to pay for this
process, and after start-up costs for the
agency formation are spent, the opera-
tions of this new agency will require an
income stream based on water use, well
head permitting, or other such taxing
measures. This may even come down to
a vote of support by those who will be
paying the bill, so to speak, through a
Proposition 218 vote.

To gain support for that funding
mechanism, broad community support
needs to be in place, including from the
largest groundwater users, irrigation
water. Fair and equitable treatment of
all stakeholders is essential to rally
support for any proposal the working
group ultimately puts forth, as well as
from our Board of Supervisors who will
have the final word on approval next
spring.

Having been involved in numerous
local water issues, our community is
primed on the topic of water supplies.
The drought has heightened the pub-
lic’s awareness of water use and, in-
deed, caused a paradigm shift in atti-
tudes towards groundwater use.

As a community, we need to realize
this was foisted upon us by the state and
we must come up with a proposed solu-
tion that supports our economic vitality
and recognizes our efforts towards sus-
tainability so far. The challenge is be-
fore us, the deadline date is set, so we
have to vigilant and stay the course as
best we can. It’s of greatest importance
to all residents of our County that we
achieve a workable solution towards
groundwater sustainability.

Follow the progress on groundwater
sustainability at
www.salinasgroundwater.org.

Norm Groot is executive director of
the Monterey County Farm Bureau.
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If there is a problem with pesticides
in Monterey County, Francisco Paredes
is on top of it.

As an agriculture inspector/biologist
III with the Monterey County Agricul-
ture Commissioner’s Office in Salinas,
Paredes investigates reports of pesti-
cide exposure and improper used of pes-
ticides. But that’s just one aspect of his
multi-faceted job.

Paredes, a 29-year-old Salinas native
and Gonzales resident, joined the county
office in 2010 after graduating from UC
Davis. He majored in biological sci-
ences, with an emphasis in medical mi-
crobiology. He is one of 21agriculture in-
spector/biologists at the ag commission-
er’s Salinas office.

A 2005 graduate of North Salinas
High School, Paredes didn’t grow up in
the ag industry. His father was an auto
mechanic and his mother a homemaker.
So taking the job with the county, he said,
was an eye opener for him. “It was kind
of a surprise to me to see what can hap-
pen” in the ag world, he said.

Paredes has grown into the job, which
is constantly changing and involves con-
stant training to keep up with new laws
involving pesticide use. For instance, the
state is looking into the possibility pesti-

cide applications by drones, and there
are new regulations for pesticide use
near schools.

“The training is continuous,” Paredes
said. “It’s always a learning experience.
It’s a lot of hands-on (training). Class-
room training would never work in this
situation.”

The unit in which Paredes works at
the ag commissioner’s office has an or-
der of tasks that occur at various times
during the calendar year.

From November to January, it is in-
volved in pesticide permit renewals. Be-
ginning in March, it checks growers’
pesticide use records and worker train-
ing. And from mid-April through July,
members are in the field doing inspec-
tions, including soil fumigation.

If there is a report of pesticide expo-
sure in an ag field or at a home, Paredes
and his fellow inspector/biologists inves-
tigate. They talk to the victims, the em-
ployers and the applicators to find out
what happened. They also look at weath-
er data at the time of the incident.

If there is a law violation, it is report-
ed to a county ag office supervisor and
then to the state Department of Pesticide
Regulation.

The ag commissioner’s office can
levy fines for pesticide use violations.
They are divided into three classes of se-
verity: A, B and C, Paredes explained,

with fines set by the state.
A-class violations involve sickness

from pesticide exposure and damage to
property or crops. Fines range from
$700 to $5,000 per count.

B-class violations involve mitigation
of hazards, with fines ranging from
$250 to $1,000 per count.

C-class violations without mitiga-
tion hazards, such as failure to register
a pesticide use application. Fines for vi-
olations range from $50 to $400 per
count.

What’s the best part of the job for
him? “The interaction with people is al-
ways a great thing,” he said. “It’s never
the same thing every day.”

And the difficult part: “Trying to
keep track of everything going on,” Pa-
redes said. “It’s easy to get a lot of work
piled up on you.”

Paredes, who recently became dad
to a baby boy with his partner, con-
tinues to work toward improving him-
self. He is working on a deputy ag in-
spector’s license, which will help open
doors to new opportunities. The proc-
ess requires passing a written and oral
exam. He has taken the written exam.

He’d also like to earn a pesticide ad-
visory license one day.

“Here,” he said, “you have to prove
that you’re the person who is best qual-
ified.”
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Francisco Paredes poses in the conference room at the Monterey County Agriculture Commissioner’s Office in Salinas, where he works as an
agriculture inspector/biologist.

County pesticide problems
are no match for Paredes
TOM LEYDE
FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Apples abundant as pears dip 

Shoppers might pay less for apples
and more for pears at the grocery store
this fall, according to a report from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. This re-
port reveals that apple production is up
4% from 2015, so apple prices are ex-
pected to go down.

The report predicts that this year’s
crop will be the fourth largest since 2000.

On the other hand, pear production
has dropped 5% due to declines in Wash-
ington, Oregon and California. The
smaller pear crop will likely raise pear
prices.

This will potentially be the lowest
pear crop yield in the past 20 years.

— Aylin Woodward

Western Growers oppose Prop 55

Last week the Board of Directors
from Western Growers, a trade associa-
tion of California, Arizona and Colorado
farmers, unanimously voted to oppose
Proposition 55, a measure that would ex-
tend Proposition 30 for 12 years. 

Passed in 2012, Proposition 30 aimed
to prevent a $6 billion cut to the Califor-
nia state school education budget. It in-
creased personal income tax for resi-
dents with an annual income over
$250,000, and increased state sales tax
by a quarter of a percent by 2016.

In a news release earlier this week,
Western Growers’ president and CEO
Tom Nassif said Proposition 30 was in-
tended as a temporary measure to stabi-
lize funding. 

Proposition 55 would continue a
“manifestly dangerous and foolish tax
policy” that hinges on the fortunes of

high income earners. The Salinas Chap-
ter of Western Growers is located at 928
E. Blanco Road.

— Aylin Woodward

Students develop jumbo pepper

UC Davis students have been devel-
oping a giant organic jalapeño pepper
that can be stuffed and used as a “pop-
per,” according to Diane Nelson in the
UC Davis Food and Agriculture News.

The giant pepper, a cross between a
bell and a jalapeño pepper, was designed
in 2012 by graduate student Jorge Berny.
Berny was looking for ways to solve or-
ganic farmers’ issues related to sun dam-
age, pepper yield, and pepper size.

Now students are working to alter
other pepper characteristics, such as
shape, taste, and texture.

The students’ project has helped UC
Davis earn a $1 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, which
is expected to help design new vegetable
crops for organic farmers. 

— Sarah McQuate

State a leader in organic farming 

California had the highest number of
certified organic farms in the 2015 Certi-
fied Organic Survey, according to the
National Agricultural Statistics Service.

The state dominated the U.S. with
2,637 certified organic farms compared
to the 12,818 certified farms overall. Wis-
consin took second place with 1,205.

Additionally, California led the coun-
try in organic food sales with $2.4 billion,
39% of the U.S. total.

— Sarah McQuate
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Apples are a good source of fiber for people on a weight-loss regimen. 


