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Now is the time of
year when we start see-
ing the indications that
fall is here and we are
heading into a quieter
time of year for our local
agricultural fields. In

just a few short weeks, the migration
will begin to the southern desert areas
for winter production, leaving many
fields in the Salinas Valley area without
crops for several months.

This is a time for rest of the soil,
mainly due to the expected winter
storms that occur during December,
January and February. Local farming
operations move their crews and equip-
ment to the southeastern area of our
state to take advantage of the cooler
desert weather for vegetable and leafy
green production.

Winter months are prime for desert
area production. With a low chance of
frost, manageable rainfall events, and
moderate daytime temperatures, this
area becomes the hub of leafy green
and vegetable production for our entire
nation during the winter months.

Many farming operations will take
their employees with them when they
migrate to the desert area, providing
opportunities for these employees to
continue to earn income during the
winter season. The types of labor need-
ed for crop production and harvesting
are increasingly skilled tasks, so conti-
nuity of employment helps both the
farming operation and the employees.

And when the temperature heats up
in the desert, the last harvests will be
finished and crews and equipment will
return to the Salinas Valley, usually in
early March. Then our fields will once
again become active with new plant-
ings.

We just finished our first storm of
the season, and it did bring some sig-
nificant rainfall to the coastal areas …
but not so much to the inland area. But
in terms of being optimistic that we
might have more rain this winter, this
was a good start. Let’s hope this pattern
continues throughout the next four
months or more.

Grape harvest is wrapping up in the
coming week or so, and it’s looking to be
a good crop this year. This has been a
near-normal year for their production,
with harvest starting and ending
around the normal time frames expect-
ed. 

Also wrapping up this month and
into early November will be the last
harvests of leafy greens and vegetable
crops in the Salinas Valley. Local proc-
essing plants will continue to operate
during the winter months, as the crops
produced in the desert will be trans-
ferred here for packaging. This helps
to ensure year-round employment for
the workers who put those salads into
bags.

Cooler weather indicates that we
feel the change coming for winter.
Crisp mornings, variable temperature
changes during the day, and cooler
nights are making us all haul out the 
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Fields
will be
calm for
winter

NORM GROOT

See GROOT, Page 9A

“Most of them stay in
organic farming,” Mon-
crief said.

Small organic farmers
are having a harder time
getting started as more
and more large growers
start growing organic pro-

duce, he said. But, at the same time, con-
sumers are creating a larger demand for
sustainably grown organics.

“Consumers are wanting to be closer
to the source of the produce,” Moncrief
said. “There is this desire to know the
farmers and that is part of the (farm to
table) trend.”

That trend has resulted in the forma-
tion of food hubs around the United
States, small farmers coming together to
market and sell their produce.

“As a food hub,” Moncrief said, “we’re
on the cutting edge.”

Each year, a nonprofit agriculture
school in the Salinas Valley cultivates a
crop of up-and-coming organic farmers.

Agriculture and Land-Based Training
Association (ALBA) offers farmworkers
and others the opportunity to learn the
skills needed to start their own growing
operations.

It operates on 110 acres of land at the
ALBA Rural Development Center at
1700 Old Stage Road. Through its five-
year Farmer Education and Enterprise
Development (FEED) program, ALBA
provides both classroom and hands-on
experience.

Each year about 30 people seeking to
become organic farmers start the pro-
gram, said Edward F. Moncrief, acting
executive director and board chairman.
There are about 40 families involved in
the program now. See ALBA, Page 9A
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ALBA student-farmer Manual Gallardo washes organic carrots.

TEACHING A
FRESH CROP
ALBA gives organic farmers the know-how
TOM LEYDE
FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Moncrief

ALBA graduate Stevie Hall holds three
different colored heads of cauliflower he
grew on ALBA land.

Six ag start-ups will compete for
funds at meeting in Hawaii

Western Growers has chosen the final
six companies that will pitch their ideas
at the November Western Growers
meeting in Hawaii.

Two winners will be chosen to receive
a one-year membership with Western
Growers and the opportunity to work
with the company’s Center for Innova-
tion & Technology in Salinas.

Nearly 50 startup companies applied
to compete in this year’s Innovation Are-
na in Irvine, more than doubling last
year’s total of 20 applicants. Only six of
those 50 were selected to advance, and
they are pitching technologies that
range from soil microbe testing to irriga-
tion management to an autonomous ro-
botic harvester for fresh strawberries.

The competition, in its second year, is
part of Western Growers’ commitment
to supporting the development of tech-
nology that will help solve agriculture’s
biggest challenges.

Western Growers is a company that
represents farmers in Arizona, Califor-
nia and Colorado.

For more details about the competi-
tion and the six finalists, visit
www.wga.com/innovation/innovation-ar
ena.

— Aylin Woodward

Fire management course takes
place for mostly women

A fire management program is taking
place through Friday in Trinity and Shas-
ta counties, according to the UC Division
of Agriculture and Resources.

The program, modeled after pre-
scribed-fire-training events that take
place across the country, will include be-
ginners to seasoned professionals. The
difference is that most of these partici-
pants will be women.

Members of the group, which in-
cludes 38 women and six men from 12
states and four countries, eventually will
serve in qualified and trainee firefight-
ing positions to do prescribed burns
throughout the northern California re-
gion. The program includes pre-fire and
post-fire monitoring, training with
equipment, practicing leadership skills
and learning about local fire ecology and
fire management.

— Aylin Woodward

Study: California ranks as 15th
most energy-efficient state

California came in 15th out of 48
states included in a WalletHub study

about the most and least energy-effi-
cient states in the U.S.

October is National Energy Aware-
ness Month, and given how much a
household can spend annually on energy
bills, a personal-finance website, we
chose to analyze energy efficiency, stat-
ed Communications Manager Diana
Pope.

The website used a ranking system
that combined “home energy efficiency”
and “car energy efficiency,” to render
their totals. 

New York took the top spot for ener-
gy-efficiency, while South Carolina
brought up the rear.

— Aylin Woodward

Wine grape genome could help
develop new grape species

With the help of new sequencing tech-
nology, scientists have assembled the ge-
nome sequence for the cabernet sauvig-
non grape, according to a new study in
Nature Methods.

This information allows scientists to
learn about important traits that make
this grape so popular, according to Pat
Bailey from UC Davis Food and Agricul-
ture News.

UC Davis scientists also hope to use
this information to develop new species

of grapes that are of equally high quality,
but also disease-resistant and more suit-
ed to changes in the environment, like
warmer temperatures. 

— Sarah McQuate 

Online course could help prevent
illegal pesticide residues

A new online course will teach partici-
pants how to use pesticides properly
through real-life scenarios, according to
the UC Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources blog.

This course is intended for pesticide
users who need to renew their licenses
with the state Department of Pesticide
Regulation. The course, which costs $40,
is approved for two hours of Pesticide
Laws and Regulations continuing educa-
tion credits.

For anyone interested in viewing the
course content, materials are available
for free at https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLo3rG4iqv4gEHrtixdZ
nOipGoR-pBWvzG

To register and find out more infor-
mation about this course, visit http://
ipm.ucanr.edu/training/?src=16
propgr and scroll down to the Proper
Pesticide Use to Avoid Illegal Residues
section. 

— Sarah McQuate
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